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T h e  im p o s in g f id ig n if ie d  p ile  o f th e  a n c ie n t  H u n g a r ia n  P a r l ia m e n t  b u ild in g  on  th e  b a n k  of th e  
D a n u b e  g iv es  a n  im p re ss io n  of so lid ity  th a t  b e lie s  th e  te n s io n  o u tlin e d  below .

S e c o n d  T h o u g h t s
i n  B u d a p e s t

T H E R E  a re  fe w  H u n g a r ia n s  in  Bu d ap est w ho  h ave  n 
h e a rd  of the n o to rio u s “ G re e n  H o u se ,’ the in fa m o u s 
h e a d q u a rte rs  of the A lla m v e d e lm i A a to sa g — th e  
p o lit ic a l p o lice . A lth o u g h  it  is  s itu a ted  in  the c a p ita l ’s 
b u s ie s t th o ro u g h fa re , the “  A n d ra sse y -u t ,”  th e  b u ild ­

in g  w ith  it s  w e ll-k e p t ga rd en  and  ca re fu lly -p u rse d  w in d o w  
flo w e r b o xes is  sh u n n e d  b y  a ll  w ho  hap pen  
v ic in it y .

W h en  people do com e n e a r , th e y  p re fe r  
the o th e r s id e , as o th e rw ise  th e y  w o u ld  be s a u t in is e d  im m e­
d ia te ly  b y  ste rn -face d  g u a rd s  
p a tro llin g  the p e rim e te r.

T h e  se cre ts  of th is  p r iso n  in  
the c e lla r s  of the b u ild in g  a re  
an in e x h a u s t ib le  top ic  fo r  the 
in h a b ita n ts  o f the D a n u b e  c ity .

™ ' y,„ d °  ?°}? £  ‘ h is  a e h ie v e m e b  tne 40-year-

o be in  the 

to c ro ss on to

------------- E / ----------------
K . F r a n k  F e ld m a n

o ld  e x  -  t  a  i  1o p e n l y ,  f o r  t h e  c a p i t a l  i s  
t h r o n g e d  w i t h  i n f o r m e r s ,  b u t  
t h e  n e w c o m e r  i s  s o o n  m a d e  , m
a w a r e  o f  t h e  H o u s e ’s  e v i l  r e p u -  t-.- . aa f  a .
t a t i o n .  D i r e c t o r a t e  of

m ade awar<*ed the ri ° f  G e n e ra li _ r ot- the
he H u n g a ria n  

C o m m u n is t P a ; ty .

r  h as been

A N  a ve ra g e  o f 30 to 40 
p r iso n e rs  a re  in te rv ie w e d  

e v e ry  w eek  in the c e lla r s , 
w h ic h  h a v e  been extend ed  
s in ce  the h u r r ie d  d e p a rtu re  b y  
m em b ers o f the F a s c is t  “ A r ro w  
P a r t y .”  T h e se  g ree n -sh irte d  
su p p o rte rs  of H it le r  had 
c a r r ie d  out th e ir  ow n re ig n  of 
te rro r . ,a n d  m an y  p o lit ic a l 
c a p t iv e s  w e re  b a d ly  ill- tre a te d  
in  the sm a ll ce lls .

B e c a u se  o f th e  m a n y  green 
u n ifo rm s  th a t w e re  seen 
a ro u n d  the house , i t  w a s  soon 
k n o w n  as the “  G re e n  H o u se .”  

W h en  th e  C o m m u n is ts  took 
co n tro l th e y  decid ed  to m ake  
fu r th e r  use o f th e  b u ild in g , 
and  in s tru c te d  a fo rm e r ta i lo r , 
G a b o r 'P e te r , to set up  a new  
and  escape-p roo f p o lit ic a l 
p r iso n .

P e te r  w e n t to w o rk  im m e ­
d ia te ly , c re a t in g  fro m  sc ra tc h  
an  h ig h ly  e ffic ie n t, though 
ru th le s s  p o lit ic a l p o lice . F o r

In  H u n g a ry  e is  k n o w n  as 
“ T h e  G ra n d  la s te r  of -the 
In q u is it io n ”  ar d is  reg a rd ed  
as th e  m ost p o w erfu l m an 
beh ind  M a ty a f  R a k o s i, the 
P a r t y ’s se c re ta fy -g e n e ra l.

C a rd in a l J  o $ e p h  M ind s- 
ze n ty , H u n g a ry ’s C a th o lic  
P r im a te , w ho  is now  se rv in g  
a l i f e  sentence , a lso  passed 
th ro u g h  the e x a m in e rs  a t the 
G re e n  H o u se . .A fte rw a rd s  the 
w o rld  w as am azed w h e n  the 
P re la te  p u b lic ly  con fessed  to 
h is  a lleg ed  treaso n  in  co u rt.

J H E  m e n  i n  No. 60, 
A n d ra sse ;* -u t, th e  H u n ­

g a r ia n  L u b ja r k a ,  had  done 
th e ir  w o rk  w e liS  T h e y  h a v e , 
a c c o r d i n g  to rep o rts  by 
re fu g e es s tre a m in g  in to  A u s ­
t r ia  at th e  ra te  of th i r t y  a 
w ee k , a l l  the la te st gadgets 
and to rtu re  p a ra p h e rn a lia  at 
th e ir  d isp o sa l.

S e v e ra l m en  have lo st th e ir

m em o ry  a fte r  in te rro g a tio n  
and  w e re  re leased  on sig n in g  
a d e c la ra t io n  th a t th e y  .w e re  
not m a ltre a te d .

H o w e v e r , the G re e n  H ouse  
of B u d a p e st is  not the o n ly  
p r iso n  in  H u n g a ry . O n ly  
im p o rta n t p o lit ic a l su sp ects  
a re  h e ld  there- M ost c o u n try  
d is t r ic t s  now  h a v e  “ p o lit ic a l 
s u p e rv is o rs ”  w ho  a re  in  c lose 
co n ta ct w ith  the lo ca l sta te  
p o lice  o rg an s . T h e  b it te re s t 
figh t w ith  th e  p e asan t is  yet 
to com e.
| ? A K O S I  a lw a y s  w a ry  and 
11  p ro u d  o f h is  p re s tig e  
am ong C o m in fo rm  m em b ers , 
does no t want, an  open sh o w ­
dow n w ith  the c o u n try ’s 
fa rm e rs . H e  is  p roceed ing  
a cco rd in g  to the old adage 
“ d iv id e  and  r u le .”

A  p o lit ic a l re fug ee  w ho m  I 
m et n e a r  F u rs te n fe ld . in  th e  
B r i t i s h  Zone of A u s t r ia , w as 
q u ite  d e fin ite  on R a k o s i’s 
p la n s .

“  T h e  a s sa u lt  ag a in st a l l  
C h u rc h  o rg a n s ,”  he d e c la re d , 
“ w i l l  be . c a r r ie d  on w ith  su ch  
a s s id u ity  u n t i l  a l l  e ffe c tive  
re s is ta n ce  h as  been c ru sh ed . 
T h e  p e asan ts  h a v e  been le an ­
ing  on C h u rc h  a d v ice  fo r  su ch  
a long  p e rio d  th a t th e y  w i l l  
f lo u n d e r h e lp le ss ly  w ith o u t it , 
and  th a t  w i l l  be th e  m om en t 
fo r  la rg e  sca le  fa rm  d is ­
p o sse ss io n s .”
H U N G A R Y ’S  ru le r s  a re  

a n x io u s  to m a in ta in  th e  
sm a ll peop le ’s R e p u b lic  as th e  
sh o w p iece  of the C o m in fo rm . 
N e ve rth e le ss  th e re  a re  p le n ty  
of f ro w n s  fro m  w a tc h fu l 
M oscow .

R a k o s i w a s  re c e n t ly  ca lle d  
to th e  K r e m lin  to be
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Hungarians are finding the pace set by their Communist 
rulers so hot that there may soon be another political purge.

b r i e f e d  o n  t h r e e  i m p o r t a n t  
p o i n t s ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  u s u a l l y  
w e l l - i n f o r m e d  e  m  i e  r  e  e  
q u a r t e r s  in  V i e n n a .

H e  r e t u r n e d  t o  B u d a p e s t  
w i t h  s a d  n e w s  f o r  h i s  f r i e n d  
Z o l t á n  V a s .  e c o n o m i c  d i c t a t o r  
o f  H u n g a r y .  R u s s i a n  e x p e r t s  
h a d  s t r e s s e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  Of 
s p e e d i e r  c o l l e c t i v i s a t i o n  a n d  
t h e  o v e r t h r o w  o f  d i s s i d e n t  
“ K u l a k s ” — r i c h  f a r m e r s .  V a s ,  
w h o  h a s  a l r e a d y  s p e n t  s i x t e e n  
y e a r s  o f  h i s  l i f e  in  p r i s o n ,  d o e r  
n o t  f e e l  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  t o  d i s . 
a g r e e ,  b u t  s e v e r a l  o f  h i s  
a d v i s o r s  h a v e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
m o s t  r e l i a b l e  r e p o r t s  c o m i n g  
i n t o  A u s t r i a ,  a d v i s e d  a  “ g o  
s l o w ” p o l i c y .

T h e  p e a s a n t s  a r e  o f  h a r d y  
s t o c k ,  a n d  h a v e  f o r  c e n t u r i e s  
b e e n  b o u n d  t o  t h e i r  l a n d .  I t  
i s  f e a r e d  t h a t  m a n y  w i l l  
s i m p l y  s t o p  d e l i v e r i n g  t h e i r  
p r o d u c t s ,  a n d  t h e r e b y  u p s e t  
t h e  a l r e a d y  s h a k y  e c o n o m y .  
H u n g a r y  h a s  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  
c h i e f  s u f f e r e r s  s i n c e  t h e  
C o m i n f o r m  o r d e r e d  a  b o y c o t t  
o f  Y u g o s l a v i a .  B o t h  c o u n t r i e s  
h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  e n j o y e d  a 
l i v e l y  e x c h a n g e  o f  t r a d e  v v h ic h  
h a s  v i r t u a l l y  b e e n  w h i t t l e d  
d o w n  to  a  t r i c k l e .

j y ^ A T Y A S  R A K O S I  a l s o  
b r o u g h t  b a d  n e w s  f o r  h i s  

o t h e r  C a b i n e t  c o l l e a g u e s .  H e  
h a d  b e e n  o r d e r e d  t o  s t o p  t h e  
i l l i c i t  f lo w  o f  r e f u g e e s  i n t o  
A u s t r i a ,  a n d  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e  
w a s  p r o m i s e d  a  l a r g e  d e t a c h ­
m e n t  o f  M .G .B . s l e u t h s .  T h e s e  
R u s s i a n s  a r e  t r a i n e d  s p i e s  
w h o  o p e r a t e  o u t s i d e  t n e  S o v i e t  
U n i o n 's  f r o n t i e r s ,  b u t  a r e  s t i l l  
p a r t  o f  t h e  s e c r e t  p o l ic e .

T h e y  a r e  n o w  b e i n g  a s s i g n e d  
t o  k n o w n  f r o n t i e r  t r o u b l e  
s p o t s .  I t  i s  k n o w n  t h a t  
n u m e r o u s  H u n g a r i a n  s o l d i e r s  
h a v e  s o u g h t  f r e e d o m  in  t h e  
w e s t  in  r e c e n t  m o n t h s  a n d  
h a v e  b e e n  a i d e d  a c r o s s  t h e  
b o r d e r  b y  t h e  g u a r d s .  T h i s  
t r o u b l e d  t h e  I n s p e c t o r -  
G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  a r m y  
s o  m u c h  t h a t  a t  C h r i s t m a s  h e  
p u b l i s h e d  a n  O r d e r  o f  t h e  
D a y  in  “  N e p h a d - S e r e g , ”  t h e  
o r g a n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ’s  a r m y :

“  W e  s h a l l  f o l lo w  in  t h e  
t r a c k s  o f  t h e  V i c t o r i o u s  R e d  
A r m y , ”  t h e  o r d e r  d e c l a r e d ,
“  a n d  o u r  m a i n  t a s k  w i l l  b e  
t h e  i m m e d i a t e  e x e c u t i o n  
w i t h o u t  t r i a l  o f  a l l  H u n ­
g a r i a n s  f o u n d  in  t h e  W e s t . ”

H o w e v e r .  t h e  r e v e a l i n g  
s t a t e m e n t  b y  t h e  I n s p e c t o r -

M A T Y A S  R A K O SI 
S e c re ta ry -G e n e ra !  

m u n is t P*
of th é  C om - 
r ty .

G e n e r a l  p r o v e d  t  >o m u c h  f o r  
t h e  C o m m u n i s t  ° a r t . y  w h i c h  
h a s t i l y  w i t h d r e w  m o s t  o f  t h e  
p a p e r ’s  c o p ie s .

T h e  t h i r d  o rd e lr  w h i c h  t h e  
H u n g a r i a n  C o m m u n i s t  s e c r e ­
t a r y - g e n e r a l  b r o  i g h t  b a c k  
w i t h  h i m  to  B u c  i p e s t  l o o k e d  
e a s y  o n  p a p e r ,  b u  e v e n  S o v i e t  
p o l i c e  h a v e  d r a w  a  b l a n k  s o  
f a r .

I n  t h e  l a s t  t w e l  e  m o n t h s  a n  
u n d e r g r o u n d  a  t i - B o i s h e v i k  
n e w s p a p e r  h a s  t  e n  c i r c u l a t ­
in g  i n  t h e  R e d  A iijn .y  s t a t i o n e d  
in  C e n t r a l  E u r o p £

t h i s  h a s  v a n i s h e d .  I n
B u d a p e s t ’s  n i g h t  c l u b s  t h e  
c o m e d i a n  h a s  b e e n  r e p l a c e d  b y  
t h e  p o l i c e m a n .  H u m o r o u s  
p u b l i c a t i o n s  h a v e  r u n  o u t  o f  
a c c e p t a b l e  s t o r i e s  a s  c e n s o r ­
s h i p .  t h o u g h  n o t  o p e n l y
c o n d u c t e d ,  s o o n  c l a m p s  d o tv n  
o n  a  p a p e r  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  t o e  
t h e  o f f ic ia l  l i n e .

“ T h e  p e o p l e  a r e  t i r e d  a n d  
a p a t h e t i c ,  h o p i n g  f o r  a  m i r a c l e  
t o  h e l p  t h e m  o u t  o f  t h e i r  
e c o n o m i c  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  T h e i r  
o n ly  s i g n  o f  p a s s i v e  r e s i s t a n c e  

■ m a m f e s t s  i t s e l f  in  t h e  o v e r ­
c r o w d e d  c h u r c h e s  t o  w h i c h  
t h e v  flock e v e r y  S u n d a y
d e s p i t e  o f f ic ia l  e x h o r t a t i o n  to  
m a k e  S u n d a y  a  s p e c i a l
w o r k e r s ’ d a y . ”»

T h e  g e n e r a l  o p i n i o n  of m e n  
a n d  w o m e n  w h o  m a n q g e  to  
s l i p  o v e r  t h e  f r o n t i e r  f r o m  
H u " g s r v  is  t h a t  t h e  p a c e  s e t  
b v  t h e  m ost a r d e n t  s u p p o r t e r s  
o f  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  c r e e d  w H l 
s o o n  e v e *1 n r o v e  to o  m u c h  f m  
m a o v  t h e  a d m i n i ' t r a t m n ’s 
m em bers w i t h  t h e  i n e v i t a b ’e  
r e s u ’t  o f  a n ' '+v,or  o i i ” nr/s a ” d  
t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  f r e s h  r e i n f o r c e -  
r r e ” *s S o v i e t  “ a d v i s o r s ” a n d  
s p e c i a l i s t s .

J T  is  o f  t h e  s a m e  s i z e  a s  t h e  
o f f ic ia l  o r g a n  a n d  e v e n  

b e a r s  i t s  t i t l e :  ‘^ Z a  T s c h e s t  
R o d i n j i  ”  ( t o  t h e  h t m o u r  o f  o u r  
h o m e l a n d ) .  D n l y  b y  
s c r u t i n i s i n g  t h e  1 a p e r  c l o s e r  
d o  s o l d i e r s  b e c o n  e a w a r e  o f  
t h e  a n t i - B o l s h e v  k  f l a v o u r .  
L e a d i n g  a r t i c l e s  i e m a n d  t h e  
“  l i q u i d a t i o n  o f  f lh e  l i q u i d ­
a t o r s  ”  a n d  u n d e r l i n e  t h e  im ­
p o r t a n c e  o f  p a s s i v e  r e s i s t a n c e .  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  n e u t r a l  o b s e r v e r s  
t h e  p a p e r  is  b e i n g  p r i n t e d  in  
H u n g a r y  a n d  t h e n  e v e n  s e n t  
b y  m a i l  t o  R u s s i a n  c o m ­
m a n d e r s .  •

D e s p i t e  f a i l u r e  so  f a r  t o  
t r a c e  t h e  o r i g i n a t o r s  -ff t h e  
i l l e g a l  n e w s p a p e r ,  t h e  G r a n d  
M a s t e r  o f  t h e  I n q u i s i t i o n  h a s  
b e e n  o r d e r e d  to  r e d o u b l e  h i s  
e f f o r t s .

H u n g a r y  is  t o d a y  a  c o u n t r y  
d e v o i d  o f  h u m o u r .  O n e  
r e f u g e e  w h o  is  e a g e r l y  a w a i t ­
in g  e m i g r a t i o n  to  A m e r i c a  
g a v e  t h i s  s h o r t  , s k e t c h  o f  
p r e s e n t  l i f e  in  t h e  p e o p l e ’s 
R e p u b l i c .

“ H u n g a r y  u s e d  to  b e  k n o w n  
f o r  i t s  g a i e t y  a n d  c o n s t a n t  
l a u g h t e r , ’’ h e  d e c l a r e d .  “  A l l

“ Y e s , d e a r !  O f  c o u r s e  
M a rg a re t  L ock w o o d  is 
m a r r ie d !  W h y ?  ”


