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In  histone B uda Castle quarter

PHOTO M TI — B A L A SSA

This is how the future 
Budapest Hilton will fit 
itself into the famous his­
toric Buda Castle skyline

You dial th e  num ber and 
a pleasant fem ale vo ice on 
the other end of the line  
says: “T his is th e  Budapest 
Hilton. W hat can I do for 
you?” W ell, th e  fact is that 
there is no H ilton h otel at 
all in the H ungarian cap­
ital—yet. H ow ever, the te le ­
phone reply is not “a  fake.” 
D espite the absence for the  
tim e being of the luxury  
hotel—to be housed in a 
reconstructed building in the  
Buda Castle quarter, a  staff 
is already at w ork to pre­
pare th is next link  in the

international H ilton hotels 
chain.

For instance, m en are at 
work deep underground in 
the v icin ity  of the M atthias 
Church, laying th e  founda­
tions of the hotel. The 
tem po of work is rather 
slow , partly due to the  
abundance of ancient relics 
em erging from  th e soil. 
Sculptures and 15th-century 
glass jars are am ong the  
m ore com m on finds. A n­
other reason for th e  delay  
is that hundreds of tons of 
concrete had to be injected  
into the ground to  provide 
a solid basis for the build­
ing. Rock layers—som e of 
them  10 feet (3 m) th ick— 
have to be cut through.
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H ow ever, on the surface, 
things are getting ahead  
faster—both the design of 
the rooms and halls, and 
their furniture, curtains, 
and carpets, are ready. 
M atching tab le cloths, linen, 
etc., have also been se lect­
ed. The hotel w ill have 320 
rooms, 62 being tw o-level 
suites, provided w ith  the 
m ost sophisticated comfort.

W hen talk ing about the  
subject of equipm ent, sm iles 
appear rather m ore fre­
quently on th e  face of H il­
tons’ future director, Mr. 
Károly Bíró, than w hen the  
word “excavations” crops
up. S itting in  a tiny  office  
he says:

“T he h otel w ill have an 
espresso bar overlooking the  
Fisherm en’s Bastion; a cof­
fee shop and a modern  
snack-bar w ith  a v iew  over 
historic M atthias Church. 
The restaurant w ill accom ­
m odate 200 at a time. There 
w ill be a large hall for 500, 
and several sm aller halls, 
suitable for m eetings, con­
ferences or dinners. A roof 
restaurant and a night club  
w ith  a w onderful v iew  over 
the w hole city w ill add to  
the hotel’s facilities. And, of 
course, underground garages, 
hairdresser’s shops, travel 
offices, w ill also be laid on.”

The Budapest Hilton w ill 
operate w ith  a staff of 560, 
each m em ber expected to 
have a good comm and of 
English. When com pleted,


