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The City of Budapest.
The situation of the Ci ;.yr a •>».><•* 

was devised by na^^rtf'Tnone o f her most 
generous m oods, and man has done his 
part in seconding her intentions. Som e­
what like B rooklyn and New Y ork, Buda­
pest consists o f two parts, Buda and 
Pest, separated from  each other by the 
“ blue Danube’s”  broad ribbon , and slen ­
derly joined up again by six threads in 
the form  of bridges.

Buda is a city  set on a hill, its fo re ­
ground broken by the precip itou s ge llert- 
hegy (M ount St. G erard). M irrored in 
the calm  v iver, the dism antled citadel 
that crowns it cou ld—had it speech— tell 
a tale of struggle of alternately  Magyar 
against Turk and Austrian equal to the 
m ost stirring records of h istory or of 
fiction. Close by is the steep hill dom ­
inated by the royal palace and em bel- 
ished with flights of stone stairs, but­
tresses, p ilasters, em brasures, arcades, 
colum ns and towers, culm inating in the 
ancient coronation  Church of St. M at­
thias. N early a thousand years ago it was 
com m enced in Rom anesque style, under 
K ing Bela IV, and com pleted in Gothic 
two centuries later. During the Turkish 
occupation  it was used as a m osque. The 
background is, in autumn, a gorgeous 
blaze o'c polychrom atic hills, dotted with 
pretty  v illas o f light blue, white, yellow  
green. Standing on one of the bridges 
that span the river, or on the terrace of 
the House of Parliam ent, in the glow  of 
the evening, and lifting  the eyes to ­
ward Buda, the spectator is spellbound by 
a scene of panoram ic splendor unequaled 
anywhere in the w orld. Then after dark, 
jupt gaze at the m yriad twinkling lights 
that line the shores and silhouette the 
outlines of the h ills ; it is a touch of r o ­
m ance, a bit of V enice and Stockholm , 
united by the Danube. Buda is old and 
•low, yet it possesses the stateliness as-

(Hely)
sociated with reverend age. It is the 
part wherein the prim e m inistry, the 
m inistries ot the interior, of com m erce, 
of finance and of national defense are 
situated. Every street is h istorica l, and 
som e o f the houses bear inscriptions 
carved in stone, te llin g  o f their erec­
tion in the early M iddle Ages. Here Sul­
tan Solyman and Mustapha Pasha have 
ruled the proud and stubborn M agyars,

(Idő)
cham bers, the rich
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whole building, its frescoes, and the m a­
jestic  proportions of its exterior render 
it a w orthy home for  the L egislature of 
a nation that can boast o f a Constitution 
nearly as old as that o f England.

In the im mediate neighborhood are the 
m inistries of justice, o f agriculture and of 
public instruction, as well as o f the state-

________ ____  ____ ly  law courts, on whose facade is an in-
• U.V.V. .uo *"*“ '“ * ~~~ scrintion in Latin rem inding all and sun-
and the Cross has bow ed low before the , d that jUStice  should be the corner- 
conquering Crescent. * --

decoration of the II French language and literature, and the 
’ j, B ritish -A m erican L iterary Society in 

H u ngary ,'w ithou t m entioning which this

Pest is quite flat, spreading out fan- 
shape from  the Belvaros or inner city .
Its m ost beautiful building is St. Ste­
phen’s Cathedral, in the Renaissance 
style, the m ere em pty shell of w hich cost 
$1,600,000, to say nothing of what has 
been spent on interior decoration. It 
has none o f the vastness of Gothic ca ­
thedrals, or the spaciousness of basilicas 
like St. John of Lateran or Santa M aria 
M aggiore, but m ajesty exhales from  its 
facades. Its design is pecu liar—massive, 
colum ned, arcaded, balustraded, scu lp - 
tored, sublim ely and solid ly  rich in orna­
ment. The exquisite lines o f its cupola 
and its cam panile form  verily  an archi­
tectural epic.

Gothic Houses of Parliament.
Second to none of the show places of 

Budapest in interest to the Am erican 
legislator or p u blic-sp irited  person w ill 
be the Gothic Houses of Parliam ent. This 
m onum ental pile was com pleted  so re ­
cently as 1896. at a cost o f $8,000,000. B e­
sides the liv ing men who from  time to 
time occupy the building as the m akers 
of their coun try ’ s laws, no less than 
258 men of stone adorn its interior and 
exterior—statues of statesm en and others j m ‘ nes

orn er
stone in the fabric o f the nation.

State education in Hungary is m ore 
than a century old, and since 1868 has 
been com pulsory ; since 1875 the higher 
education of wom en has made rapid 
strides.

Abounds W ith  Museums.
Budapest abounds w ith museums, libra ­

ries, art galleries, scientific institutes, 
and aids to culture o f all kinds. F ore ­
m ost am ong these must be placed the 
National Museum, founded by Count 
Francis Széchényi, the great-grandfather 
of Gladys V anderbilt ’s husband. The 
Academy of Science, another invaluable 
institution was founded by Count Steph­
en Széchényi, son o f Count F r a n c is -  
known in Hungarian h istory as the 
Cegnagyobb Magyar (greatest Hungarian). 
This was the noblem an who, besides de­
voting his whole fortune to the cause of 
enlightenm ent, was the apostle o f the 
em ancipation of the serfs. Truly, Gladys 
Vanderbilt has no cause to feel ashamed 
of the traditions of the fam ily whose 
noble name she now bears.

There are the K isfaludy Society, for  the 
preservation and prom otion of the na­
tional literature and drama; the G eo­
graphical Society, ever active in arrang­
ing visits of fam ous travelers, explorers 
and d iscoverers; the G eological Society, 
to whom the country is greatly indebted

article  would be incom plete.
Popularly known as the “ B. A. L, S.,”  

its presidents ex-officio are the Am erican 
and British Consuls General (M essrs. 
Paul Cleveland Nash and Evelyn M. 
Grant-Duff, C. V. O .); Count A lbert 
Apponyi and His E xcellency Francis K os­
suth (son of L ou is)—both well known in 
the United States—are honorary p resi­
dents; Countess Ladislas Szechenyi 
(Gladys V anderbilt) is president of the 
ladies com m ittee; Dr. A. B. Yolland, an 
Englishman, is chairm an; while the se c ­
retary and honorary treasurer is another 
Englism an with Am erican connections, 
A. L. Delisle, the present w riter. The 
objects of the society  are to further 
intercourse between Hungary, the B rit­
ish Empire, and the United States of 
North A m erica, through the dissem ina­
tion of know ledge of the literature, art, 
and econom ic conditions of 'the respective 
countries. A fter their vernacular the 
A nglo-Saxon tongue is m ost appreciated

world fem inine neauty grows wild. I 
must correct that idea. From  long re s i­
dence in and experience o f the country I 
must say that, beyond a certain  voluptu ­
ous attractiveness which all Hungarian 
women possess m ore or less, and m aking 
allow ance for  exceptions, fem inine beau­
ty is not an apparent national asset o f 
the Hungarians.

Other Attractions.
I have said nothing about lovely  St. 

M argaret’s Isle, on w hich $2,000,000 are to. 
be spent in extra em bellishm ent, of the 
High Tatra region—the “ happy hunting 
ground,”  not only of rich Hungarians but 
o f foreigners from  many clim es, o f the 
baths and m ineral springs, whose cura­
tive properties have been fam ous ever 
since Julius Caesar’s legions occupied 
Pannonia; of the provincial towns and the 
port o f Fiume, whence the Cunard line 
steam ers sa il fo r  New York, taking with 
them the agricu ltural backbone of the na­
tion, o f the industries o f the people and 
the topographical pecu liarities o f the 
country. The thousands of tilings that

by H ungarians; and the education of a could be said and ought to be said would
Hungarian young woman or man is 
never considered com plete without it 
hag included a study of the English lan­
guage. German, being the language of 
the Austrians, though generally under­
stood, is despised. W e m ention this fact 
without approving it.

Gay Hungarian Costumes.
The Danube front, known as the Corso, 

is the best place to study Hungarian 
costum e. In the forenoon, afternoon and 
evening there is always a gay, moving, 
chattering crow d of men, fashionably a t­
tired ladies, servants and peasant girls 
in their curious national dress', which 
differs in co lor  and style according to the 
county they belong to. Many of the v il­
lage fo lk  wear a dozen dresses at once, 
and cut a grotesque, bulging figure as

for investigations in connection with its , g 0 . sw ishing along in stockings of
and on fields. Of foreign  30ciet.es 'j scarlet, em broidered sh oes" be-

who in past ages have w on the gratitude |gar°ia® G overn m en t5 on account of their ribboned hair, fu ll-bodm ed b o u se s  and 
of posterity  Its m agnificent throne- j cultural value, there are but two La So- K ^ o f  t L w o m e n  of H u n g a /y T T h e r e  
room  (which the K ing  has never co u d e -, mete Française, for the study of the jj seems to be an e r a d ica te  notion among 
scended to use), grand staircase, gilded j the untraveled that in this part o f the
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fill a thick volum e, or at any rate fu r­
nish m atter for  m any articles in The 
Sunday Eagle.

Some A m ericans’ know ledge of Hungary 
has been acquired by a short v isit to 
Budapest. To such I would say : You have 
not seen H ungary at all, but only a co s ­
m opolitan city  dom inated largely by 
Am erican and English ideas. Here are 
Am erican stores and English warehouses 
where no English is spoken nor American 
nor E nglish goods sold. A rtic les are 
m arked “ R eal A m erican”  and. “ Real 
E nglish ,”  but in m ost cases don ’t you b e ­
lieve it. Boxes and phials have on them 
“ D irections for  Use”  to give the pur­
chaser the im pression (a fa lse one) that 
the contents were made up in London or 
New Y ork  and therefore genuine. The 
real Hungary and the real Hungarians, 
he who lim its his v isit to Budapest has 
not seen, fo r  these are not to be found in 
the capital, but in Debreezen, K olozsvar, 
K eeskem et, Tem esvar Szeged and other 
towns of the Great Plain.
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B u d a p e s t  f ő v á r o s

B u d a p e s t  f e k v é s e  a  .J u n a  k á t  p a r t j á n . T ö r t é n e t e ,  K p ü -

B u a a ,  a  Ű r ö k  h ó d o l t s á g .  A  P a r l amn é t  l e í r á s a . n a g y o n  s o k  
m ú z e u m , t u d o m á n y o s T a r s l í ?  a g o k , a n g o l  a m e r i k a i  t á l  

s a s á g ,  a n g o l u l  t a n u l á s  é s  t u d á s ,  a  n é m e t  n y e l v e t  n em  s z e ­
r e t i k  a  m a g y a r o k ,  -  S z o k á s o k : A D u n a p a r t i  k o r z ó  é l e t e ,  a  
j o a r a s z t n ő k  r u h á i ,  D e : e l t e k i n t v e  " b i z o n y o s  é r z é k i  v o n z á s ­

t ó l  a  m a g y a r  f a j  n ő i n e k  a  s z é p s é g  n em  i l í l l f f  u r a l k o d ó  t u ­
l a j d o n s á g a ,  -  M a r g i t  s z i g e t , ,  T á t r a ,  a  f ü r d ő k ,  F i u m e .  
a z  o r s z á g  s z á z f é l e  é r d e k e s s é g e .  A z  a k i  c s a k  B u d a p e s t e t  
l á t t a ,  c s a k  e g y  k o z m o p o l i t a  v á r o s t  l á t o t t  d e ^ n e m  F a g y .

-  o r s z á g o t ,  m e l y  a z  a l f ö l d  v á r o s a i b a n  t a l á l h a t ó .  J 3 p -e n
a n g o l  é s  a m e r i k a i  á r u k a t  á r u l n a k  m e l y e k  s o h a s e m  l á t t á k

s e m  A n g l i á t , s e m  A m e r k á t .


