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S I X  W E E K S  I N  H U N G A R Y

P a rtly  on business, but chiefly for pleasure, we decided to pay 
a visit to Hungary this autumn, our stay being limited to six all 
too short and happy weeks, our return taking place a few days 
only previous to the last exciting episode.

Apart from  the beauty of its scenery, the two prevailing 
features of Hungary are space and dust. Spacious are its palaces, 
its castles and its houses, its villages and limitless plains. The 
villages are all large, the main street being as wide as, perhaps 
even wider than, Portland Place, and contain 6 0 0 0  or 7 0 0 0  inhabi­
tants. The cottages are not unlike our own, but are uniform, 
built of cement and bricks, large enough to contain two or three 
generations of a family.

Everything in this country makes for size and grandeur. Even 
the trees partake of this natural characteristic, particularly the 
birch and plane trees, which are as large as good-sized English 
oaks, and grow to an enormous height. I am speaking now of 
the trees in the beautiful private parks, m any of which we visited. 
These much resemble our own. Plere I saw chiefly plane and 
birch trees, firs, acacias, ash and weeping willows, few oaks, but 
m any specimen trees, such as American nut and tulip trees.

M y admiration for everything Hungarian does, however, not 
extend to the roads. Of these I can only speak with great reserve. 
W ith the exception of the main roads, they are simply rough 
tracks, full of ruts and enormous holes, and with dust at least a 
foot deep.

The main roads are bordered with acacias, firs and planes. On 
either side, as far as the eye can reach, are immense fields, where 
graze huge flocks of oxen, sheep, and the long-haired pigs peculiar 
to this country, tended b y  the shepherd, often a child of, per­
haps, ten to twelve years old. These fields alternate with vine­
yards and fields of maize, growing close to the roadside, which 
have no hedges. Neither hedges nor palisades divide the pro­
perty of the different owners, which appears to be distributed on 
the allotment system.

Budapesth, which we made our headquarters between our 
coim lryT isiis , is, I should say— with perhaps the single exception



of Constantinople— the m ost beautiful capital in Europe. The 
old town, Buda, is built on the slope of a steep hill, crowned b y  
its magnificent royal palace and ancient citadel. It is divided 
from  the modern Pesth b y  the Danube, grand and magnificent, 
but certainly not blue. Pesth is built on perfectly flat ground, 
having as a background the beautiful Schwabenberg and Blocks- 
berg mountains.

Steam ferry-boats p ly  continuously backwards and forwards 
across the river, starting work with piercing whistles before 
6  a.m., as we found to our cost, the quay being just below  our 
windows. Tw o splendid bridges connect the two cities. A  sus­
pension bridge, form ed of one enormous span, said to be the 
finest in the world, is called the Elizabeth-briicke, the other, 
which has two stone couchant lions at each end, is called the 
Ketten-briicke, and is of com paratively modern construction. A  
story is told that the architect, after surveying his com pleted 
work with great satisfaction, turned to a friend standing by, and 
laughingly challenged him to find a single fault or blemish in his 
masterpiece. ‘ Y e s / replied the friend, ‘ I can do so, your lions 
have no tongues ! ’ And so it is, for in the wide half-opened 
jaws no tongues are to be seen. Tradition states that the poor 
architect thereupon com m itted suicide.

The architecture of the churches and various buildings is 
flam boyant and eastern in character, but with a beauty of its 
own and very distinctive ; size and dignity being the first con­
siderations. The private houses that I saw were, with two 
notable exceptions, and these of a palatial type, all eighteenth 
century, with the porticos and columns that one sees in houses of 
the period.

A  Government car was placed at our disposal, and in this we 
made long expeditions to visit various Hungarian magnates, who 
received us with the charming cordiality and kindness that are 
the characteristics of this delightful race. M y husband had 
interested himself in their cause, and had been able to do their 
country some slight service, and for this they simply could not 
sufficiently show their gratitude towards us. From  the prince 
to the peasant the Hungarian is a born grand seigneur, with 
all the instincts of a great gentleman and the manners of a king.

Our driver, accustom ed to drive the military, and, occasion­
ally, com peting in m otor races, could hardly be described as le 
chauffeur de Madame. His great idea was to arrive at his destina­
tion with as little delay as possible, and he had a supreme con­
tem pt for peasants and police alike, and, indeed, for any kind of 
official. W e tore along at breakneck speed, the car provided with 
an ear-piercing whistle which he used persistently, clearing the 
roads, and scattering everything and everybody to right and
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le ft . I  b e s o u g h t  th a t  w e  m ig h t s low  d o w n  o c ca s io n a lly  w h e n  th e  
r o a d  w as e x tra  b a d , fo r  w e  w ere  flu n g  fr o m  o n e  e n d  o f  th e  ca r  to  
th e  o th er , jo l t e d  a n d  b ru ise d , b u m p in g  u p  a n d  d o w n  lik e  a ja c k -  
in -th e -b o x  w h en  th e  sp rin g  is  re leased , a n d  o u r  h e a d s  a lm o st  
w re n ch e d  o ff  ou r  sh ou ld ers . M y  p ro te s ts , h o w e v e r , w ere  o f  lit t le  
a v a il, so  w e  h a d  ju s t  t o  sit t ig h t  a n d  m a k e  th e  b e s t  o f  it .

O w in g  to  th e  tro u b le s  in  W e ste rn  H u n g a r y  w e  w ere  p r o v id e d  
w ith  e v e ry  k in d  o f  laisser-passer. O u r d r iv e r , w ith  a  m o s t  e x a g g e ­
ra te d  id e a  o f  o u r  im p o rta n ce , m u ch  resen ted  o u r  b e in g  s to p p e d  or  
q u e st io n e d , h u r lin g  in v e c t iv e s  a t th e  d iffe re n t o ffic ia ls , a n d  
sh o u tin g  ‘ A r m y  ca r  0  in  a  g ra n d ilo q u e n t  to n e . T h is  h e  a lter­
n a te d  w ith  in su lt in g  rem a rk s o n  th e  b r a in  c a p a c ity  o f  th e  v a r io u s  
so ld iers  a n d  o ffic ia ls , p o s te d  a t th e  e n tra n ce s  to  th e  v illa g e s  w e  
p a ssed  th ro u g h , a d v is in g  th e m  to  t r y  a n d  im p r o v e  th e ir  m em ories , 
a n d  n o t  to  m a k e  h im  rep ea t th e  sa m e an sw er m o re  th a n  fo u r  
tim es. T h is  sp ecies  o f  badinage m ig h t, p erh a p s, h a v e  b e e n  a 
lit t le  d a n g e ro u s  in  th e  c ircu m sta n ce s , b u t  fo r tu n e  sm iled  on  
u s a n d  w e  g o t  in to  n o  tro u b le . O u r  cre d e n tia ls  b e in g  fo u n d  
sa tis fa c to ry , th e  v a r io u s  o ffic ia ls  s te p p e d  b a ck , s t o o d  sm a rtly  to  
a t te n tio n , sa lu ted , a n d  w e  p a ssed  tr iu m p h a n tly  on .

A s  w e  to re  a lon g , th e  d u st  rose  in  d en se  c lo u d s  b e h in d  us, 
c o m p le te ly  o b lite r a t in g  o u r  track s . N o  o n e  w h o  h as  n o t  e x ­
p e r ie n ce d  H u n g a r ia n  d u s t  ca n  h a v e  th e  fa in te s t  id e a  o f  w h a t it  
m ean s. T h e re  are th ree  k in d s , w h ite , g re y , a n d  b la ck , a n d  I 
h a v e  m e t  th e m  all. T h e  w h ite  d u st  is fo u n d  ch ie fly  o n  th e  roa d s , 
th e  g re y  d u s t  in  th e  to w n s , a n d  th e  b la c k  in  th e  h ote ls . A l l  th ese  
p ossess a p e c u lia r ly  g re a sy  a n d  a d h e s iv e  fa c u lty  th a t  ea ts  in to  
w o o lle n  m a te r ia l a n d  is  v e r y  d ifficu lt  to  g e t  r id  o f.

O n e  ca n  d r iv e  fo r  m iles  a n d  m iles w ith o u t  p a ssin g  e ith er  a 
d w e llin g  o r  a  h u m a n  b e in g . In  o th e r  p a rts , h o w e v e r , o n e  m e e ts  
co u n tle ss  ca rts , d r iv e n  b y  sm a rt-lo o k in g  p ea sa n ts , ta k in g  th e ir  
m a ize  o r  h a y  t o  m a rk e t . S o m e  o f  th ese  ca r ts  are d ra w n  b y  o x e n  
a n d  so m e  b y  th e  lo v e ly  lit t le  h ig h -sp ir ite d  H u n g a r ia n  h orses, 
p ra n c in g  a lo n g , jin g lin g  th e ir  be lls , th e  m a res  h a v in g  th e ir  fo a ls  
t r o t t in g  lo o se  b e s id e  th em . T h ese  th e y  lo o k  a fte r  u n t il th e  fo a ls  
are  s ix  m o n th s  o ld , w h e n  th e  m o th e rs  th e n  re fu se  to  h a v e  a n y th in g  
m o re  to  d o  w ith  th em .

T h e se  lit t le  h orses, w ith  th e ir  h ig h  a c t io n  a n d  b e a u t ifu l sa tin  
co a ts , lo o k  v e r y  lig h t  fo r  th e  w o rk , b u t  th e  fo u r -w h e e le d  ca r ts  
are n o t  h e a v y , a n d  th ese  s l ig h t ly -b u ilt  th o ro u g h b re d s  are  m o re  
su ita b le  fo r  th e  d u s ty  ro a d s  th a n  h e a v y  d ra u g h t h orses  w o u ld  be . 
I  o n ly  saw  a b o u t  s ix  h orses  o f  th e  ca r t-h o rs e  b u ild  a ll th e  tim e  I 
w a s  in H u n g a ry .

T h e  H u n g a r ia n  is a b o r n  ‘ w h ip . ’ M a d a m e, to o , w h o  in v a r ia b ly  
a c co m p a n ie s  h e r  sp ou se  to  m a rk et, o c ca s io n a lly  ta k es  th e  reins, 
w h ich  she h a n d le s  w ith  co n su m m a te  skill*
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T h e  h orses  o b je c t e d  v e r y  m u ch  to  o u r  m o to r , p lu n g in g  
v io le n t ly  as w e  ru sh ed  p a st th em , a n d  a tte m p tin g  to  b o lt ,  th u s 
n a r ro w ly  e sca p in g  u p se tt in g  th e  v e h ic le . T h e y  w ere , h o w e v e r , 
q u ic k ly  c o n tro lle d  a n d  su b d u e d  b y  th e  w h is t lin g  a n d  v o ic e  o f  
th e ir  ow n er , w h o  sh o w e d  p la in ly  th a t  h e  o b je c t e d  to  u s q u ite  as 
m u ch  as d id  h is  h orses. S o m e  o f  th e  ca r ts  w ere  d ra w n  b y  on e  
h orse , a t ta ch e d  to  an  e n o rm o u s  p o le , w h ich  p r o je c ts  so m e  w a y  
b e y o n d  th e  h orse . T h e  e ffe c t  is v e r y  p e cu lia r  a n d  lo o k s  as if  th e  
se co n d  h orse  h a d  b e e n  fo r g o tte n .

T h e  H u n g a r ia n  p e a sa n t is  o f  m a g n ifice n t p h y s iq u e , ta ll, w ith  
im m e n se  sh ou ld ers  a n d  g re a t  stren g th  o f  b u ild . T h e  w o m e n  are, 
f o r  th e  m o s t  p a rt , ta ll a n d  g o o d  lo o k in g , w ith  a sp le n d id  carria ge , 
d u e  p r o b a b ly  to  th e  h e a v y  w e ig h ts  th e y  c a r r y  o n  th e ir  h ead s . 
T h e y  w a lk  fr o m  th e  h ip s , w ith  h ea d s  erect , s tra ig h t as th e ir  o w n  
p o p la rs , a n d  w ith  a n a tu ra l g ra ce  a n d  d ig n ity  im p o ss ib le  to  b e  
a r t if ic ia lly  a cq u ire d . T h e  ch ild ren  a n d  y o u n g  w o m e n  w ear 
n o th in g  o n  th e ir  h ead s , th e  o ld e r  w o m e n  w ea r  a  k erch ie f, a n d  n o  
h a t  o r  b o n n e ts . O n e  sees m a n y  g irls w ith  T it ia n  re d  h a ir  an d  
th e  c re a m y  c o m p le x io n s  th a t  g o  w ith  th is  co lo u r in g .

B u t  th e  g re a t  b e a u tie s  are to  b e  fo u n d  a m o n g st  th e  C ziga n ys. 
T h e se  cu r io u s  p e o p le , h a ilin g  o r ig in a lly  fr o m  H in d u sta n , are  a 
r a c e  a p a rt. T h e y  lea d  a  w a n d erin g  life , l iv in g  in  te n ts  o r  h u ts  
o u ts id e  th e  to w n s , w h ich  th e y  are n o t  a llo w e d  t o  en ter. T h e y  
h a v e  n o  e th ica l p r in cip les , a n d  if  th e y  p ossess  la w s o f  th e ir  o w n  
p u n ish m e n t fo r  stea lin g  h as  n o  p la ce  a m o n g s t  th em , fo r  th e  
C ziga n y s, b o t h  m a le  a n d  fem a le , are  in v e te ra te  th iev es . T h e y  d o  
n o t  r e co g n ise  th e  o b lig a t io n s  o f  th e  T e n  C o m m a n d m e n ts , th e y  
h a v e  n o  m o ra ls  a n d  p r a c t ic a l ly  n o  re lig ion . A lth o u g h  th e y  are 
su p p o s e d  to  lo v e  th e ir  ch ild ren , it  n o t  in fre q u e n tly  h a p p e n s  th a t  
a g ip s y  m o th e r  w ill h o ld  h er ch ild  b y  th e  legs a n d  b e a t  th e  fa th e r  
w ith  it . T h e y  c a r r y  o n  th e  a n c ie n t  c ra ft  o f  co p p e rs m ith s  or  
w ork ers  in  m eta l, b u t  as a  w h o le  th e y  are h o p e le ss ly  id le  a n d  
th riftless , a n d  a lth o u g h  a tte m p ts  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  to  g iv e  th e m  
regu la r  e m p lo y m e n t  su ch  a tte m p ts  h a v e  b e e n  fu tile , a n d  th e y  
p re fe r  to  e x is t  c h ie fly  b y  stea ling . M u sic  is  b o r n  in  th e  C z iga n y s, 
a n d  in  th is  a rt th e y  are u n su rpassed . T h e y  c o m p o s e  th e ir  o w n  
w o n d e r fu l m u sic , so m e  o f  th e ir  m o s t  fa m o u s  m e lo d ie s  d a tin g  fr o m  
th e  e ig h te e n th  ce n tu ry , a n d  th e y  p la y  e n tire ly  b y  ear. A  b a n d  o f  
C z iga n y s w ill im p ro v is e  fo r  h ou rs  in  th e  m o s t  e n ch a n tin g  w a y , 
le d  b y  th e  first v io lin . T h e ir  m u sic  is w ild  a n d  v e r y  p la in t iv e  an d  
a lm o st e n tire ly  in  th e  m in o r  k e y .

W e  p a ssed  a b a n d  o f  th ese  C z iga n y s o n  o n e  o f  o u r  e x cu rs io n s , 
c a m p e d  o u ts id e  a to w n , a n d  th e  car  s lo w e d  d o w n  in  o rd e r  th a t  w e 
m ig h t see th e m . I t  w as, h o w e v e r , fo u n d  in a d v is a b le  t o  s top , fo r  
in  an  in s ta n t w e  w ere  su rro u n d e d  b y  c ro w d s  o f  ch ild ren , m o s t  o f  
th e m  stark  n a k e d  or  w ith  on e  sca n ty  a n d  ra g g e d  g a rm e n t c o v e r in g



th e ir  lit t le  b r o w n  b o d ie s . T h e y  sw a rm ed  ro u n d  th e  car , c la sp in g  
th e ir  p o o r  lit t le  h a n d s  a n d  b e se e ch in g  u s fo r  m o n e y , w h ich  w e  
th rew  th em . H a d  w e  s to p p e d  th e y  w o u ld  p r o b a b ly  h a v e  in v a d e d  
th e  car, a n d  as th e y  are in d e sc r ib a b ly  d ir ty  th is  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  
u n p leasa n t.

W e  v is ite d  th e  a n c ie n t c i t y  o f  P ressb u rg , w h ere  th e  k in g s  o f  
H u n g a r y  w ere  fo r m e r ly  c ro w n e d , h a v in g  to  cross  th e  fr o n t ie r  in to  
C z e ch o -S lo v a k ia  in  o rd er  to  d o  so. T h e re  h a d  b e e n  fig h t in g  g o in g  
o n  th e  d a y  b e fo r e  c lo se  to  w h ere  w e  w ere  s ta y in g , a n d  th e  C zech s 
w ere  e v id e n t ly  in  g re a t a larm  o f  a H u n g a r ia n  in v a s io n . A s  w e  
a p p ro a ch e d  th e  fr o n t ie r  w e  ca m e  u p o n  C zech  so ld iers  in  fu ll w a r  
e q u ip m e n t , ly in g  a b o u t  in  ru d e ly  co n s tr u c te d  tren ch es , w ea r in g  
th e ir  h e lm e ts  a n d  w ith  th e ir  rifles a t th e  re a d y . M a ch in e  g u n s 
w ere  tra in e d  o n  to  ou r  ro a d , an d  I fe lt  as if  th e  so ld iers  m ig h t v e r y  
w ell fire o n  us, as th e y  re g a rd e d  u s w ith  m o s t  u n fr ie n d ly  ey e s  as if  
th e y  w o u ld  h a v e  d o n e  so  w ith  n o  g re a t re lu c ta n ce . W e  w ere  w e ll 
p r o v id e d  w ith  laisser-passers a n d  p e rm its  o f  a ll k in d s , a n d  th ese  
th e  fr o n t ie r  g u a rd s  sca n n e d  v e r y  su sp ic io u s ly , w ith  su r ly , d is ­
a g reea b le  fa ces , k e e p in g  u s w a it in g  an  u n c o n s c io n a b ly  lo n g  tim e  
w h ile  th e y  e n d e a v o u re d , so m e tim e s  q u ite  fu t ile ly , to  m a ster  th e  
co n te n ts .

A n  E n g lish  g e n tle m a n , w h o  a c c o m p a n ie d  us, m a d e  an  e x p e d i­
t io n  in to  W e ste rn  H u n g a r y  a n d  c o n v e rs e d  w ith  som e  o f  th e  
in su rgen ts . T h e se  assu red  h im  th a t th e y  w o u ld  n e v e r  g iv e  u p  
th e ir  c o u n tr y  to A u str ia n  ru le , b u t  th a t  th e y  w o u ld  fig h t o n  to  
th e  d ea th . T h e y  re ce iv e d  h im  w ith  th e  m o s t  u n fe ig n e d  co rd ia lity , 
a n d  b e fo r e  h e  le ft  th em , th e y , ou r  la te  en em ies , d ra n k  w ith  th e  
g re a te st e n th u s ia sm  to  E n g la n d , ‘ th e  la n d  o f  th e  f r e e /

W e  m e t e v e ry w h e re  d iffe re n t v ic t im s  o f  th e  B o lsh e v is ts  a n d  
h e a rd  th e ir  e x p erien ces . T h e  a c c o u n t  g iv e n  m e  b y  a  ce rta in  
C ou n tess A . o f  w h a t she u n d e rw e n t d u r in g  h e r  im p riso n m e n t in  a 
B o lsh e v is t  p r iso n  m a d e  m e  m a rv e l m o re  th a n  e v e r  a t th e  lim itless 
e n d u ra n ce  o f  th e  h u m a n  fra m e  an d  bra in .

T h is  la d y  a n d  h er  h u s b a n d  w ere  v is ite d  on e  d a y  a t  th e ir  h o u se  
in  B u d a p e s th  b y  th e  R e d  sold iers, w h o  ca rr ie d  th e m  o ff, te llin g  
th e ir  ch ild re n , th e  e ld est a  b o y  o f  e lev en , th a t  th e y  w o u ld  n e v e r  
see th e ir  p a re n ts  aga in . C ou n t a n d  C ou n tess  A . w ere  im p riso n e d  
to g e th e r  a t first, th en  th e  C ou n tess w a s ta k e n  fr o m  h er  h u sb a n d  
a n d  th ro w n  in to  a  r o o m  w ith  fiv e  w o m e n  o f  th e  lo w e st  class. S h e 
h a d  n o th in g  b u t  stra w  to  lie  on , a n d  she a n d  h er  c o m p a n io n s  w ere  
n o t  a llo w e d  to  le a v e  th e  r o o m  fo r  a n y  p u rp o se  w h a te v e r  d u rin g  th e  
e ig h t  d a y s  th a t  she sp en t th ere. T h e  sa n ita ry  a rra n gem en ts  
c o n s is te d  o f  a h o le  in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  floor . T w ic e  a d a y  she 
w as b r o u g h t  fo o d  ; in  th e  m o rn in g  a c u p  o f  w ater , a  p ie ce  o f  b re a d , 
a n d  a  sm all p ie ce  o f  b a c o n  ; in  th e  e v e n in g  b r e a d  a n d  w a te r  
again .
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Sh e fa n c ie d  th a t  o n e  o f  h er ja ilo rs  seem ed  ra th er  m o re  h u m a n  
th a n  th e  rest. V a in  th o u g h t  ! A n y h o w , she im p lo r e d  h im  to  
fin d  o u t  fo r  h er  h o w  h er  h u sb a n d  w as, a n d  to  ta k e  h im  h er  b i t  o f  
b a c o n , w h ich  she sa id  h e  w o u ld  n eed  m o re  th a n  she d id . T h e  
m a n  to o k  th e  b a c o n  a n d  w e n t a w a y . N e x t  m o rn in g  h e  re tu rn ed  
w ith  th e  b a c o n , sa y in g  to  h er  : ‘ Y o u r  h u s b a n d  w ill n o t  n eed  
b a c o n  a n y  m o r e . ’ im p ly in g  th a t  C ou n t A . w as d ea d . T h is  w as 
fien d ish  c ru e lty  o n  th e  m a n ’ s p a rt, fo r  C ou n t A . w a s n o t  d ea d , 
a n d  w a s lib e ra te d  w ith  h is w ife  a t th e  en d  o f  e ig h t d a y s , as su d d e n ly  
a n d  in e x p lic a b ly  as th e y  h a d  b e e n  im p riso n e d . B u t  fo r  d a y s  
b e fo r e  she k n e w  o f  h is sa fe ty , th is  p o o r  la d y  h a d  to  en d u re  all th e  
a g o n y  o f  su sp ense , n o t  k n o w in g  w h eth er  h e r  h u s b a n d  w as d e a d  
o r  a live .

S o m e  o th e r  H u n g a r ia n  fr ien d s o f  ou rs w h o  re ce iv e d  v is its  fr o m  
B o lsh e v is ts  w ere  m o re  lu ck y , in  th a t th e y  w ere  n e ith er  sep a ra ted  
n o r  im p riso n e d . T h e y  w ere  to ld , h o w e v e r , ‘ T h is  h o u se  is n o t  
y o u rs , n o th in g  is y o u rs  ; i t  a ll b e lo n g s  to  th e  S ta te  ; y o u  h a v e  a 
r ig h t  to  nothing, n o t  e v en  y o u r  life . ’

O n e  o f  th e  c o u n tr y  h ou ses  w e  s ta y e d  in  w as v is ite d  b y  th e  R e d  
so ld iers  d u rin g  th e  a b se n ce  o f  its  ow n er. H is  w ife  h a d  fo r  so m e  
w eek s th e  n e rv e -sh a tte r in g  e x p e rie n ce  o f  a  B o lsh e v is t  s leep in g  
n e x t  d o o r  to  h er. H e  u sed  to  c o m e  in to  h er  b e d r o o m  in  th e  n ig h t, 
a n d  lean  o v e r  h e r  as sh e  la y  in  b e d , in  o rd e r  to  assure h im se lf th a t  
she h a d  n o t  e sca p ed . I  a sk ed  h er if  she w a s n o t  terr ified  ; she 
re p lie d  n o  ; th a t  she so m e h o w  fe lt  h e  w o u ld  d o  h er  n o  h arm , n o r  
d id  he.

T h e  a t t itu d e  m o s t  p e o p le  a d o p te d  w ith  th ese  sa va ges , w h ich  
ap p ea rs  to  h a v e  b e e n  th e  r ig h t on e , w as to  ta k e  e v e ry th in g  th e y  
d id  a n d  e v e ry  e n o rm ity  th e y  c o m m itte d  as a  k in d  o f  jo k e  a n d  as 
a m a tte r  o f  cou rse , a n d  on  n o  a c c o u n t  to  sh o w  a n y  sign  o f  a n n o y ­
a n ce  o r  ill-te m p e r .

S o m e  o f  th e  e p iso d e s  w ere  n o t  w ith o u t  th e ir  to u c h  o f  h u m o u r . 
O n e  ch â te a u  th e  R e d s  v is ite d  w as filled  w ith  p r ice less  treasures, 
m in ia tu res  in  p a rt icu la r . T h ese  th e  o w n er , C ou n t B ., c ra m m e d  
h a s t ily  in to  h is  p o c k e ts  a n d  ev en  in to  h is  b o o t s , w h ils t  h is  
d a u g h te r  w as d e la y in g  th e  B o lsh e v is ts  in  a  p a r le y  a t th e  g a tes . 
W h e n  th e  B o lsh e v is ts  h a d  fin a lly  t o  b e  a d m it te d  t o  th e  ch â te a u  
a n d  w ere  ta k e n  b y  C ou n t B . th r o u g h  th e  v a r io u s  ro o m s , h e 
p a u sed  b e fo re  a  q u a n t ity  o f  T a u ch n itz  v o lu m e s  w h ich  filled  o n e  o f  
th e  b o o k c a s e s  : ‘ E n g lish  b o o k s , ’ h e  p o in te d  o u t. ‘ E n g lish  b o o k s  ! ’ 
e x c la im e d  th e  eru d ite  B o lsh e v is ts  w ith  b a te d  b re a th , th ese  
m u st b e  o f  im m en se  v a lu e  ! ’ ta k in g  im m e d ia te  p ossess ion  o f  
th e  lo t , a n d  le a v in g  th e  v a lu a b le  b o o k s  a n d  m a n u scr ip ts  b e h in d .

T h e  re m e m b ra n ce  o f  th is d e lig h tfu l tr ip  I  sh all a lw a y s  ch erish  
as a  m o s t  in te re st in g  a n d  u n iq u e  ex p e rie n ce .
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