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3 Y  M U S IC ’S P L A Y I N G  
A S  T H E  D E C K S  A R E

B.UDAPEST, Hungary’s 
capital, is to-day one 
of Europe’s gayest 

cities, a little Paris behind 
the Iron Curtain.

Gipsy orchestras and jazz 
bands play from smart cafes 
on the banks of the Danube, 
and in restaurants where 
food in pre-war abundance is 
served in the famous highly- 
spiced Hungarian style.

A ttractive H ungarian  women, 
in la test u rch in  cu t and  newest 
of Paris “ looks,” th rong  the  wide 
boulevards th a t  are  ablaze w ith 
neon lights and  cram m ed w ith 
large cars.

Y et H ungary is well behind 
the  Iron  C urtain, in th e  h e a r t of 
R ussian - controlled E a s t e r n  
Europe.

Since th e  H u n g a r i a n  
Communists seized power three 
years ago they haye purposely 
kept up th is gay front.

Discontent

C L E A R E D -
T JU N G A R Y , and especially its capital, 

Budapest, has so tar been the gay 
spot behind the Iron Curtain. But the 
bright facade hides something m o r e  

sinister, says

D A V I D  L E E
Journal Special Correspondent

To-day the  H ungarian  honey­
moon is alm ost over, an d  the

have gay country is beinS rapidly 
' moulded in to  th e  dull, h a rd  life

"1T A IN  reason was for Buda- 
•*-’-*-pest to  act as an  attractive 

show window for Communism tc 
W estern Europeans, who
lo u n a  it  easier to  ob ta in  visas to  *  “ cam m m to t satom te 
visit H ungary th a n  (or any  other The half.gay h a it o d  glpsy 
satel ite coun 1 1 . music barely drow ns th e  grow-

T hen  th e  Beds wished to curry  of d!scontent irom
favour w ith  th e  pleasure-loving mUlton  H ungarians 

while they  carriedH ungarians 
out th e  first phases of th e  Com­
m unist p lan  for H ungary.

This is one of the  reasons why 
th e  H ungarian  Com m unist

G overnm ent has now changed 
its form er m oderate a ttitu d e  to  
B ritain , im prisoning a  legitim ate 
B ritish  businessman. and 
dem anding the reduction of the  
B ritish Legation which is, th e  
H ungarian  Communists allege, 
“a  centre of espionage.”

The H ungarian  Com m unists 
w an t th e  W est’s diplom ats tb  
leave 'th e  country  before they 
crack down on the  peasants, and 
so th a t  m ilitary preparations 
against Jugoslavia m ay be 
carried out in  secret.

Aimed at Tito
•'T1HE Russians in  H ungary 

are already reported to be 
lengthening a irstrips and  m etalJ 
ling strategic  highw ays as well 
as moving am m unition up the 
Danube.

R ussian officers have beeij 
introduced in to  the  H ungarian 
arm y down to batta lion  level.

This m ilitary  activity  is seer 
as being aimed a t M arshal T ito ’; 
Jugoslavia. I n  th e  evept of ai 
a ttack , forces from  H ungarj

Kozp- varosb&za — 1896/50
th e  spearhead ru 

advance across th e ' fia t plains 
towards Belgrade.

H ungary fell in to  th e  lap  of 
th e  Communists, while licking 
its w ar wounds, w ithout th e  
average H ungarian  realising it. 
As m em bers of a  Coalition 
G overnm ent in  1947 th e  Reds 
soon swallowed the  o ther Parties, 
s ta rtin g  w ith  th e  Socialists, and  
have reigned since.

H ungary is mostly a  g rea t roll­
ing plain. I ts  biggest asset is the 
rich  black soil of its  farm lands. 
H ungary’s red  peppers (papri­
kas), fine fru its  and grapes, from  
which comes th e  poten t sweet 
Tokay wine, are fam ous through­
out Europe.

Rich wiped out
TTEFO RE the  w ar all 
* * rich  ea rth  was in

th is 
th e

hands of a  few fabulously 
w ealthy land-owners; one ha lf of 
th e  productive soil of H ungary 
was in th e  hands of abou t 2,000 
people.-

A post-war land  reform  pro­
gram m e broke up  the. large 
estates, and  some 700,000 poor,

landless peasants found them ­
selves overnight owners of sm all 
farm s.

Although m ost parties sup­
ported th e  program m e, th e  
Com m unists took credit for the  
land  reform  scheme, and  won a  
tem porary  popularity  w ith th e  ! 
peasants.

This move wiped out H ungary’s 
rich. To-day form er land-owners j



work a t  any  odd job they can?™ 
pick up. Also, for th e ir  ‘ re­
education,” they  m ust volun-i 
t e e r ” to  go ou t every day foil 
th ree  hours selling subscriptions; 
for th e  H ungarian  Daily 
W orker ” ( “ Szabad Nep, which 
m eans “ Free Peop le”).

Next th e  Com m unists ann i­
hila ted  th e  industria l rich and 

¿middle-class w ith  nationalisation 
of all businesses employing more' 
th a n  four people. Small one- 
m an  businesses found i t  impos­
sible to  obtain  raw  m aterials or 
supplies to  compete w ith  the 
G overnm ent co-operatives.

Food plentiful
A T present th e  ordinary 

w orker is .n o t  badly off.
He earns a  good wage and  gets 
cheap food and clothes from  
th e  factory co-operatives.

(He

Glass pool, a  31-year-old builder 
and decorator, pleaded no t guilty 

having obtained from Jean  
W hitwell the  sum of £100 a t 
Hove on August 4, 1948 with 
in ten t to defraud, by pretending 
th a t  he was owed £700 by the 
W estm inster Bank, Jersey.'

He also pleaded no t guilty to 
having obtained, on October 17, 
1948. a t Hove, ¿vith in ten t to 
defraud, a  cheque-valued a t  £500 
from Jea n  W hitw ell by falsely 
pretending th a t  he  was the  
owner of a house in  Jersey, 
known as “ La Falaise,” which 
be was about to sell fo r £18.500.

Mrs. Whitwell, cross-examined 
by Mr. Pensotti, denied th a t she 
was in love a t  any tim e with 
Glasspool.

“ W hen one has a  smashed 
m arriage, one does not fall in  love 
again  easily. We had  a strong 
bond of friendship and were on 
in tim ate term s.”

Food is plentiful, and  reason-, 
ablv-priced fo r the  H ungarian 
worker (though no t for the  visit-- 
ing B riton w ith his poor official, 
ra te  of exchange).

In  relation to  his pay, the 
worker pays the  following prices: 
milk, twopence a  p in t; baccnv- 
shilling a  pound; sugar, shillingh 
a  pound, all unrationed.

B ut there  is a  snag; to  hold aie 
job you need a  red  card. Toe 
ob ta in  th a t, you m ust be ad 
m em ber of a  Com m unist organi­
sation. W ithout a  job a  m an 
cannot use the  co-operatives, and 
m ust buy on th e  outside m arket, 
w here bacon costs 7s a  pound, 
instead of Is, where a piece of 
soap costs th ree  tim es as m uch 
as in th e  co-operatives.

N O T  I N  B O X
Mr. Pensotti: I  suppose vou 

wouid describe yourself as a 
perfectly immoral w om an’ i  
certainly would not.

Mr. Pensotti said th a t he wad 
not going to pu t Glasspool in the 
witness-box. and, addressing the 
jury, subm itted th a t it was not 
safe to rely on the evidence of 
someone who was “ a  worthiest 
woman.” i t  m ight well be that 
Mrs. W hitwell had become a
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S H E  S A W  A  
D I F F E R E N T  
H U N G A R Y

D a v id  l e e ’s  article 
m a d e  depressing 
r e a d i n g .  H i s  

Hungary is so different from 
that which we remember, 
who were in Budapest last 
year. Has it indeed changed 
so much, or is it perhaps that 
your correspondent has mis­
interpreted what he has seen?

W hy does he not report th a t  
the G ellert Hotel, shown in the  
foreground of your picture, is 
patronised as much by the people

(Hely) (Ido)

as by the “ Com m unist bosses " 
and the ir wives? How is he able, 
in  any case, to pick the  la tte r  
ou t from  among th e  crowd? 
W hat are h is grounds for calling 
them  “the new aristocracy” and 
“highly  paid”?

One wonders, too, w hether he 
h?:; actually seen m uch of w hat 
h, reports,- for “ . . .  so th a t  
u n i ta ry  p reparations m ay be 
carried out in secret 
the  R ussians . . . are reported . .”
“ • . . is seen as being aimed a t  
. . . ” are sentences w7hich savour 
of surm ise .rather th an  certainty, 
and h is general conclusions are  
completely a t variance with w h a t 
I  am told in le tters from  my 
friends in H ungary. !

Incidentally, the  hair-raiser 
about A ndrassy-utca was a 
chestnut even last August, and 
we cracked it for ourselves while 
we were there:

MADELEINE A. SHARP.
Glenesk, Tile Oval,

JSenton,'


