Lanchid’s double hirth anniversary

W. T. Clark’s 1839 design of the projected Lanchid. Lithograph by G. Hawkins

Lanchid or Chain Bridge, the
first Danube bridge between
Buda and Pest, was opened to
traffic 130 years ago, on Novem-
mer 20, 1849. This traffic link of
major importance was the first
step in a process that in two de-
cades and a half led to the ad-
ministrative merger of the two
separate townships (and a third
—Obuda) in Budapest, the cap-
ital of Hungary which now has
a two million population.

The idea of building the bridge
was raised by Count Istvan
Széchenyi (1791-1860), a great
reformer who launched numerous
major projects intended to bring
his native Hungary into the mod-
em age. Among other things,
Count Széchenyi was responsible
for the founding of the Hungar-
ian Academy of Sciences and for
establishing the first shipyardsin
this country—the Obuda Ship-
yards, and he was the man who
in 1832 founded the Bridge So-
ciety for a construction of Lanc-
hid. t

The same year Széchenyi went
to England to 'Study modem
bridge building. There he met
the British engineer William
Tierney Clark, whose suspension
bridge at Marlow he admired.
Count Széchenyi had to wait un-
til 1836 for King Ferdinand V to
give his assent to a law on “the
establishment of a permanent
bridge between Buda and Pest”.

W. T. Clark (1783-1852) was
commissioned with the designing
of the bridge, and another Eng-
lishman, Adam Clark (1811-1866),
with the construction works.
Adam Clark 'had come to Hun-
gary at Széchenyi's invitation to
direct the regulation of the low-
er reaches of the Danube, an-
other major Széchenyi project.

The foundation stone was laid
in  August 1842 and then con-
struction was begun of one of
Europe’s magnificent structures.
Lanchid is a suspension bridge,
the roadway suspended from
cables (or chains) that are sup-
ported by two towers and firm-
ly anchored-at both ends.

A few days before the com-
pletion of the construction, dur-
ing Hungary's War of Indepen-
dence against imperial Austria,
the bridge had a moment of cri-
sis: In those days the Hungarian
freedom army had recaptured
Buda Castle from the imperial
troops, and the Austrians wanted
to blow up the bridge, which had
been mined. However, the at-
tempt misfired—the explosion
blew up the Austrian colonel
who had ordered the destruction
but did not harm the bridge it-
self.

Chain Bridge was inaugurat/
ed on November 20, 1849. (The
stone lions decorating the abut-
ments were created by Hungar-
ian sculptor Janos Marschalko in
1852). However, it became fully
valuable as a transport link only
in 1856, when the tunnel under
Castle Hill on the right bank
had been completed.

Lanchid, like all the other
Budapest bridges, was blown up
by the retreating German troops
on January 18 1945. It was re-
constructed according to the de-
signs of the Hungarian bridge
engineer Pal Savoly (1893-1968)
and reopened on the centenary of
its inauguration.
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Chain Bridge today, as seen from Castle Hill on the right bank



