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PHOTO MTI — F. VIGOVSZKI
MAYORS AROUND CONFERENCE TABLE; Budapest Mayor Zoltán Szépvölgyi seen making 
the inaugural address to the meeting of European mayors in Budapest Sept. 26-28. 
The scene was the congress hall of the Academy of Sciences in a reconstructed part of 
historic Buda Castle

E U R O P E A N  M A Y O R S ’  M E E T  
O P E N S  I N  B U D A P E S T

Budapest (DN) — A three-day meeting of the mayors of European capital cities 
opened in the Hungarian Academy of Sciences congress hail. The hall is part of 
a rebuilt historic house in Buda Castle. Leaders of 28 European cities are attend­
ing the conference, which is being staged on the occasion of the centenary of the 
union of Óbuda, Buda and Pest, into the metropolis of Budapest.

T h e  i n a u g u r a l  s e s s i o n  w a s  
a d d r e s s e d  b y  Z o l t á n  S z é p v ö l ­
g y i ,  C h a i r m a n  o f  B u d a p e s t  
M e t r o p o l i t a n  C o u n c i l .  H e  
o u t l i n e d  t h e  h i s t o r i c  d e v e l o p ­
m e n t  o f  B u d a p e s t  a n d  t h e n  
d e a l t  a t  l e n g t h  w i t h  B u d a p e s t ' s  
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a n d  l a r g e - s c a l e  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a f t e r  W o r l d  W a r  
II. H e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  
c o n s u l t a t i o n  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  
E u r o p e a n  c a p i t a l s  e n h a n c e s  
t h e  p r e s t i g e  o f  B u d a p e s t ’s c e n ­
t e n a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n s  a n d ,  a t  t h e  
s a m e  t i m e ,  u s e f u l l y  s e r v e s  t h e  
b r o a d e r  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  
b i g  c i t i e s  o f  E u r o p e .  T h is  
m e e t i n g ,  h e  s a i d ,  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  
a  s t i m u l u s  f o r  f u r t h e r  f r u i t f u l  
c o o p e r a t i o n ,  a n d  c o n s t i t u t e  a  
f o r u m  f o r  t h e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  d i s ­
c u s s i o n  a n d  s o l u t i o n  o f  e x i s t ­
i n g  c o m m o n  p r o b l e m s .

T u e s d a y ’s s e s s i o n  w a s  t h e n  
a d r e s s e d  b y  m a y o r s  o f  n i n e

o t h e r  E u r o p e a n  c i t i e s :  A m s t e r ­
d a m ,  A n d o r r a ,  A n k a r a ,  A t h e n s ,  
B e l g r a d e ,  B e r l i n ,  V i e n n a  a n d  
B e r n e  ( in  t h e  a l p h a b e t i c a l  
o r d e r  o f  t h e s e  c i t i e s ’ n a m e  in 
H u n g a r i a n ) .  In t h e i r  s p e e c h e s ,  
t h e  m a y o r s  s p o k e  a b o u t  t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  
c i t i e s ,  p r o b l e m s  o f  u r b a n  t r a f ­
f i c ,  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n ­
m e n t ,  a n d  d e m o g r a p h i c  t r e n d s .  
A t  n o o n ,  B u d a p e s t  M e t r o p o l i ­
t a n  C o u n c i l  g a v e  a  l u n c h e o n  
in  t h e  H o t e l  D u n a  I n t e r c o n t i ­
n e n t a l  in  h o n o u r  o f  t h e  p a r t i c ­
i p a n t s  o f  t h e  m a y o r s ’ m e e t i n g .

In t h e  e v e n i n g ,  t h e  H u n g a r ­
i a n  S t a t e  O p e r a  p r e s e n t e d ,  a t  
a  g a l a  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  B é l a  B a r -  
t ó k ’s t h r e e  s t a g e  p i e c e s :  t h e  
o p e r a  “ P r i n c e  B l u e b e a r d ’s 
C a s t l e ” , t h e  b a l l e t  “ T h e  W o o d ­
e n  P r i n c e ” , a n d  t h e  p a n t o ­
m i m e  “ T h e  M i r a c u l o u s  M a n ­
d a r i n . ”


