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on show
at Museum
of History

The most valuable pieces of
the Budapest Museum of His-
tory’s (Il. Szent Gydrgy tér 2 in
Buda Castle) map collection
make up the material of an ex-
hibition opening Friday Feb. 27.
The maps, dating from the pe-
riod between the 17th and the
19th «centuries, give an authentic
picture of the development of
Pest and Buda. Some of the
maps were drawn by outstand-
ing Hungarian surveyors, Mihaly
Ruttkay, Antal Balia and Adam
Horvath. The makers of the
others are unknown.

Eva Gal, the organizer of the
exhibition, said that the earliest
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maps were hand-drawn, and as A map of Buda from 1837, with sights of the capital in the frame
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Mihaly Ruttkay’'s map with the plots delimitation scene

such, count as unique pieces.
They all had a concrete practi-
cal purpose. They contain histo-
rical data and facts that could
not be found elsewhere.

Some of the earliest known
Hungarian maps date back to
1686, the year when the 150-
year Turkish rule ended in Hun-
gary. The maps from this period
mostly deal with the siege of
Buda Castle. Drawn at the scene,
the maps are authentic histori-
cally. The emplacement of the
troops, cannons, trenches, and
the walls of the castle are all
drawn in minute detail.

The maps dating back to 1750
are even (more ornate. Small ba-
roque scenes can be found in
the corners where the title frame
is. Such are the five maps de-
picting the vicinity of Buda. It is
interesting to note the names on
the map. Beside the Latin
names, one can see Hungarian
names. Specialists have shown
that these names originate from
the Middle Ages and certainly
not from ‘after the Turkish rule,
for then the settlers of this re-
gion were Germans who spoke
no Hungarian.

An interesting scene can be
seen on one of these maps. An
old man is being sworn in by an
official during the inspection Of
landmarks. In the 18th century,
landowners often quarrelled about
the placing of border marks, so
they had inaps drawn to prove
their claims'. The position of the
border marks was determined
by tradition, so the authorities
had to find people who knew
from hearsay where these marks
had been, and were ready to
swear before officials. After this
the border mark was verified.

All these maps were drawn in
ink made from an extract of the
oak apple and were painted in
water colours. The hills and
mountains were not yet marked
by level lines, they were only
indicated by shading while, the

rest of the map signs were the :

same as today, with the excep-
tion of villages that were indi-
cated by the ground plan of
houses, with the church drawn
out in full.

The oldest existing map of
Pest was made around 1720. The
streets and sites cannot be easi-
ly distinguished, for the map was
HamaOprl™ Hiirincf tVio 1 oroat
tion ot villages mat were indi-
cated by the ground plan of
houses, with the church drawn
out in full.

The oldest existing map of
Pest was made around 1720. The
streets and sites cannot be easi-
ly distinguished, for the map was
damaged during the 1838 great
flood of Pest. The ink had been
nearly completely soaked away,
nevertheless the city walls are
clearly perceptible. These walls
ran along today’s Tanacs korut,
Deak Ferenc utca and Muzeum
korat. As houses were built
along both sides of the wall, it
lost its importance and was pul-
led down (except an existing
small portion left intact). This
map has great historical value
for it shows a state of the town
that is only known from this
map.

On the map from around 1775,
we can roughly judge the size of
Buda and Pest. Building in Pest
began in the 1730-ies. The nearer
and farther parts of the outskirts
began developing. These today
are known as Ferencvaros, Te-
rézvaros and Jozsefvaros. But
the larger area of today’s Pest
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was covered by quicksand. Buda
lay on a narrow strip along the
Danube, and there were no
signs of further development.
The borders were Gellért Hill,
Sas Hill, Orban Hill, Martino-
vics Hill, Rozsa Hill and Matyas
Hill, ~phe upper regions were co-
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vered with woods, fields and
vineyards, giving Buda's famous
red wine, which provided most
of its income. An iteresting fea-
ture of the maps is that the
gallows of the town were also
marked. 1

The establishment of the first
Land Surveying Institute (Institu-
tums Geometrium) meant a land-
mark in the development of mo-
dern techniques of map draw-
ing). Owing to this, maps took
on a new face. Levfel lines ap-
peared together with Hungarian
writing in 1843, In the 18th
century, the map inscriptions
were German as that twas the
language of administration.

Finally, there is a series of
three maps which are from 1837.
They give an all-round picture
of Pest and Buda.

The maps on display show a
totally different town from the
one we know. But it is with
their help that we can see what
has remained unchanged. These
changes took place within a spa®
of 150 years, and there was
other town in Europe thht
changed so fast from a little
town into a large city.
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