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A City of Careless Gaiety 
and Sport«

ENGLISH WELL TREATED.
There has just returned to this coun­

try from Budapest Mr. William Albert 
Barry, the cic-champion sculler, who de­
feated George Towns from Putney to 
Mart lake in 1 8 9 8 ,  and who was one of 
the champion four with Wingate, 
Bubear, and Haines who won the 
World’s Championship in Texas in 1 8 9 5 .

Mr. Barry tells a remarkable story of 
life in Budapest during the war.

By W. A. BARRY.
I  was resident in Budapest when war 

broke out. There was tremendous popu­
lar enthusiasm  a t  th e  tim e, and the 
troops were loudly cheered as they 
marched off to th e  war.

A few days la te r all the  English resi­
dents in th e  city were called upon to 
report to the  police. We did so, and, 
hawing been told to behave ourselves, 
were allowed to re tu rn  to  our homes.

English people who were resident there 
a t  the tim e were never interfered with all 
through th e  war. I  continued to  live in

my flat with my wife and children quite 
unmolested.

O f course I  had to share the  same hard­
ships as the  H ungarians, such as shortage 
of food, etc.

English visitors to Budapest were en­
terta ined  as the guests of the  upper 
classes a t their homes throughout the war. 
They were made quite members of th e  
family in  every case.
Boom in Sport.

S p o rt began to boom  in A u s tr ia  d irectly  
th e  w ar bro ke o u t, and m ore m oney th an  
ever was spent on horse-racing. T h e prices  
o f bloodstock began to  increase, an d, even  
th is  year at th e  y ea rlin g  sales, stock w as  
fe tch in g  record prices, up to  3 ,0 0 0  and  
4 ,0 0 0  gu in eas.

T h e re  w ere m a n y  E n g lish  train ers and  
jockeys th ere , and they a ll carried on th eir  
w ork du rin g  the w ar w ith ou t any in terru p ­
tion  w hatever. W h e r e  a  tra in e r  before the  
w ar received ¿810 a m o n th  for lookin g after  
a  ho rse , he now  gets ¿£40.

A m o n g st th e  tra in ers are three sons o f  
the w ell-know n train er Joe B u tters, o f  N ew ­
m a rk et (F ra n k , F red , and O liv er). T h e  
tw o la tte r  a ctu a lly  received th e ir  licenses 
as train ers fro m  th e H u n g a ria n  Jockey C lu b  
d u rin g  th e  w ar.

F r e d  tr a in s  ju m p e rs  fo r  B a ro n  R o th ­
sch ild , O liv er  tr a in s  fo r  M r . O b u rn , o f  
V ie n n a , w h ile  F r a n k  tr a in s  fo r  M r . M a u t-  
n e r , o f V ie n n a .

Racing: During: the War.
I  never m issed a  d a y 's  racin g  d u rin g  the  

w hole o f  th e w a r , a s  we w ere a ll allow ed  
to  travel w here we liked in  th e co u n try .

Jo h n  B eeves, th e tra in e r  o f  B a ro n  
R o th sch ild 's  flat race rs, celebrated fibs ju b i­
lee la st y ea r— 5 0  yea rs in  H u n g a ry  as  
tr a in e r . T h e  H u n g a r ia n  Jockey C lu b  gave  
h im  a  d in n e r  an d  presented , h im  w ith  a 
m agn ificen t silv er cu p, an d  in v ited  every  
E n g lish  tra in e r  and jock ey , w ith  th eir  

CViiiut Ttattlia-nriv ncnhfiw o f  the

fa m o u s  P rin ce  B a tth a n n y , w ho raced for  
m a n y  yea rs in  E n g la n d , a n d  C ou n t Segrey  
presided a t  th is  d in n er .

U n t il  the end o f th e w ar business of ev e rv 
k in d  w as carried  on as usual except th a t  
prices w ere n a tu ra lly  h igh , w hile a ll th e  
th ea tre s were packed n ig h t a fte r  n ig h t.

T h e  fo u r  la st V ien n a  D erby« w ere won  
b y  horses trained by E n glish  tra in e rs— Bob  
A d a m s, son of J im  A d a m s, of E p som , tra in ed  
T o v a b b , owned by  M r . D re b e r , in  1 9 1 5 ;  
Jo h n  B eeves tra in ed  B aron  R o th sch ild 's  
Sa n skrit in  1 9 1 6 ;  F r a n k  B u tte rs  tra in ed  
M r . von M a u tn e r 's  Sangarn n aro  in 1 9 1 7 ,  
an d  O liv er  B u tte rs  tra in ed  M r . O b u rn 's  
R eiehan o, a  d a rk  R on ald  filly , in  1 9 1 8 ,

Plenty of Football.
F o o tb a ll w as carried on w ith  m u ch  vigou r  

a ll  th e  tim e  J im m y  H o g a n , an o ld  fo o t­
b a ll professional, trained  th e M .T .K . ,  th e  
lea d in g  fo o tb a ll team . T h e ir  president, 
M r . A . B r u ll, is a  great spo rtsm a n. H e  
presented m y brother E rn est w ith  th e boat  
in  w h ich  he beat D ick  A r n st , th e  w o rld 's  
scu llin g  ch am p ion , in  1 8 1 2 .

I  h ave had a  w ide experience o f  spo rtin g  
m en in  a ll p a rts  o f  th e w orld , a n d  can  
safely  say, and a ll E n g lish m en  in H u n g a ry  
w ill agree w ith  m e, th a t  M r . B ru ll is one  
o f  th e biggest-hearted  m en liv in g . N o  E n g­
lish m an w as ever allow ed to  go sh o rt o f  food  
i f  he kn ew  it , and it  w as m y  m issio n  to  
find ou t an y  hard  cases am on gst m y  fe llo w -  
cou ntrym en an d  report to  h im .

H ogan  w as in Vienna w hen th e  w ar  
started , do in g  n o th in g . M r . B ru ll heard  
a bo u t i t ,  and gave h im  1 5  a  w eek an d  liis  
rooins. H o g a n  still  retain s th e  jo b , and 
show s no a n x ie ty  to  q u it it.

W h e n  the A m erican  C om m ission visited  
B u d a p est to  in v e stig a te  th e  con ditio n s of 
th e  intern ed  E n g lish m en  th e re  they fo u n d  
q u ite  h a lf  o f  th em  absent. O n  in q u ir in g  
w here they w ere, th e  rep ly  th ey  received  
w a s : "  O h , th ey  are a ll a t  th e  r a c e s ! "

Tea at £6 a Pound.
D u rin g  the la st tw o  years o f  th e  w ar  

te a  cost ¿£6 a  lb .,  boots ¿820 a  p a ir , socks 
3 0 s . ,  and a  su it of clothes £ 8 0 ,  i f  one cou ld  
get them - M ilk , b u tte r , and cheese w ere  
p ra ctic a lly  u n p rocu rable . B u t, in  sp ite  o f

Személy

a ll d fa w b r a c k i, life  in  B u d a p e st w as gay  
and careless.

N ev er w as so m u ch  m on ey seen on  the  
racecourse , an d  ou tsid e  th e £ 2 0  betting  
boxes there w as a lw a y s a  lo n g  qu eue of 

i People w a itin g  to  bet.
¡ T h e n , a g a in , i t  w as no un com m on th in g  

to  see 2 0 ,0 0 0  people a t  a  fo o tb a ll m atch , 
in c lu d in g  so ld iers a n d  m a n y  th ou san d s of  
y o u n g  m en w h o h a d  som ehow  succeeded in  
dodging th e a r m y .

The Final Collapse,
N ig h t  life  in  the ca fés an d  re sta u ra n ts  

con tin u ed  w ith  u n abated  v igou r r ig h t up  
j to  th e  end o f th e  w ar. U n t i l  th e final 
! crash  cam e it  w as g e n e ra lly  believed  by the  
j people th a t  th ey  had w on th e  w a r. T h e  
j sud den  collapse ca m e a s  a  g re a t sho ck  to 
' th e m , an d  it  sta rted  th e re v o lu tio n , w hich  ] 
| w as b ro u g h t a b o u t  w ith  practically* no  
j bloodshed, w ith  th e  exception  o f  th e  m u r-  
j der of C o u n t T is z a , w ho w as sh o t in  h is  
! room  w hile  he w as p la y in g  th e  p ian o .

I t  w as called  the floral re v o lu tio n , as 
1 everyone w ore hu ge bu nch es o f  flow ers in  
1 th eir coats.

O n ly  d u rin g  th e last few  m on th s o f  the  
w ar did  lack  o f  coal cause th e  cafes and  
thea tres to  close dow n a lit t le  ea rlier  and  
l ife  in B u d a p est becam e gen erally  m ore  
sober. I t  w as as though th e  peo-pie had  
begun to  w onder w hen the w a r w ouid be. 
over.


