
Emergías from 500-year interment

The Medieval Castle of Buda
The “M ace” T ow er thrusts  

.ts bu lky top  sk yw a rd s—a 
m em ento  of the M iddle A ges  
—at the southern  tip  of the  
conglom erate of d iverse  
pieces of arch itecture th a t is 
know n  as “The C astle” of 
Buda.

From  th is point, severa l 
fligh ts of sta irs lead to  F er­
dinand G ate (1836), and here, 
too, is th e  entrance passage  
by w h ich  one descends to  
th e  underground portion  of 
the huge com plex  of bu ild­
ings, w h ere  the rem ains of 
th e  m ed ieva l roya l palace  
and castle lay h idden  for 
som e f iv e  hundred years. 
These rem ains, opened up  
—and w h ere  necessary re ­
constructed—through m ore
than tw o  decades of p a in ­
stak in g  restora tion  w ork , 
have now  been opened for  
th e  public.

The o ldest portion  to  re -  
em erge from  under la ter con­
structions in  the one-tim e  
residence of K in g  Sigism und  
(1387-1437)—w ho also w as  
H oly R om an em peror. V a ­
rious sections—room s adorn­
ed by  brick-colum ns and 
b rick -friezes—of S igism und’s 
palace have been carefu lly  
stripped  of la ter p la s ter-an d -  
brick  layers and recons­
tructed . The lim estone s ta ­
tu ary  here are su rviva ls  
from  an earlier G oth ic pa ­
lace: th ey  are th e  w ork  of 
a “M aster Janos”, w ho  
w orked  in  the palace from  
1352 to  1374. S igism und also  
em ployed  French and (ger­
m an arch itects and masons.

The garden of the medieval palace

m arkable de ta ils—red m arble  
x>rdres of arches and jam bs  
and one unfin ished R enais­
sance corbel. A longside  
th ere  is a se t of tools th a t 
h ave been dug up.

Italians
and Dalmatians

M atth ias’ arch itects cam e 
from  Ita ly  or D alm atia; 
th ey  included: B en edetto  da  
Maiano, w ho w orked  here 
in  1476-78; C him enti C am i- 
cia (1478-90), Jam es of Trau  
(1476-84) and G iovanni D al- 
m ata (1487-90).
/*

S evera l huge m ed ieva l 
colum ns are bu ilt in to  the  
in terior w a ll of the G un pow ­
der M agazine, a to w er  used  
for storing  gun-pow der. 
These are on ly p a rtia lly  re ­
vealed .

O utside th e  to w er  a little  
garden recalls th e  period: 
and fig -tree  shrubs, and tubs  
hold fragran t rosem aries 
stone beds contains lilies  
and slender bay-trees. B y  
stark  contrast, an abstract 
figure gleam s above a little  
pond, looking like a tennis 
ball th a t’s p lopped  in to  the  
w ater.

(bozoky)

Renaissance
masterpiece

K in g  M atth ias’ fine late  
15th cen tury palace w as w i­
d e ly  adm ired  in  Renaissance  
Europe. E nthusiastic ac­
counts of the palace’s archi­
tec tu ra l beau ty w ere  record­
ed by  Hungarian historians, 
such as Gaspqjr H elta i and 
Bishop Olah, as w e ll as by k 
hum anist scholars from  other  
countries—Bonfini, Lubenau  
and others.

T here are p ilaster heads, 
red  m arble  crenellations, 
ch im ney-p ieces—adorned by  
th e  arm s of th e  king and his 
queen, B ea trix  of Aragon. 
O nly a section—a beautifu l 
one—rem ains of G iovanni 
D alm ata’s red  m arble  cof­
fe red  ceiling.

The m ajolica  floor (1480) 
of th e  room s of th e  king’s 
residence shines in  bright 
hues of blue. The G oth ic  
cryp t (1365) is  surm ounted  
by th e  Church of th e  A s­
sum ption , rebu ilt fo r  M at­
thias. This church was fam ed  
a t th e  tim e  for its  40-m em b­
er orchestra.

The h u ge-vau lted  baroque  
“K in g ’s C ellar”—opened  
from  th e  side of th e  eastern  | 
ya rd —contains som e re-


